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SAC,  CHICAGO  (157-572) 
(157-840) 

SUBJECTr^'DEACONS  OF_DEFENSE       T  .^ 
- AND"_JUSTI CE,_XJiCfi5PPMTE  , 
RM 

,  r  ,  (ORGANIZATION) 


RM 


Re  ChicagQ  airtel  to  Bureau  dated  11/12/-^, 

•f. 

Enclosed  for  the  Bureau  aro  nine  copies  c£ 
a  letterhead  memorandum  and  for  New  Orleans  'cnree 
copies,  concerning  captioned  matter* 
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One  copy  of  this  letterhead  memorandum  j 
designated  for  Region  I,  113th  INTC  Group:  United 
Service,  and  th^  United  States  Attorney^  Chicago, 

LEADS 


i^ilino 


Secret 


NEW  ORLEANS  , 

AT  NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA,     Will  'iurnisb  Chlca^ro 
photograph  of  EARNEST  THOAlAS  and  any  information  leceivc^' 
concerning  the  current  v/hereabouts  of  THOMziS  and  anv  ind:::;- 
tion  that  a  chapter  of  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  .rj-t:.:  ,: 
Incorporated,  may  be  organized  in  Chicago, 

CHICAGO 

AT  CHICAGO,   TLIiyOTS,     Will  be  al^rt  for   ^ A  -.  orr.-.i 
tion  concerning  the  opening  of  a  Chicago  Chapter  oi  i-.- 
Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice,  Inccrporat ^.^a^  and  .hu  u 
and  New  Orleans  will  be  kept  fully  informed  of.  develop:-  l-^ 
in  this  matter. 
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UNixED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OV  JUSTICE 
FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


Chicago.  Illinois 
December/^  ,  1965 
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DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND 
JUSTICE,  INCORPORATED 
RACIAL  MATTERS 
(ORGANIZATION) 


RACIAL  MATTERS 


Reference  is  made  to  meittorandum.'^ dated  Novern.b^i- 
1965,  at  Chicago,  Illinois.  \ 

On  the  dates  indicated  the  following  advi-.-fid  th^n 
no  information  has  been  developed  which  would  indie  .. tho  x, 
a  ciiapter  of  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice,   J-vncipy:   '  - 
(DDJ)  has  been  formed  in  Chicago •     They  also  advisee  I'r  .t 
the  re  has  been  no  indication  that  Earnest  Thomas,  v.  no  is 
associated  with  the  DDJ,  is  presently  in  Chicago. 


Chicago,  November  16,  1963, 


Chicago,  December  7,  1965.. 


December  8,  196c 


Confidential  informants  who  are  acquainted  vv 
certain  racial  matters  in  the  Chicago,  Illinois  area  a 
during  December,  1965,  that  no  Information  has  been  re 
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;LASS.  &  EXT.  BY  -YZ^/Jl  "/'J?'i>:f 

?EASOH  -  FCIM  11,  1-2^   >  . 

DATS  OF  EEVIEW      73  -  'O  ■'iS^" 
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that  would  indicate  that  a  chapter  of  the  DDJ  has  been  foai  :> 
in  Chicago,     They  advised  that  Earnest  Thomas  has  not  been 
in  Chicago  for  the  past  few  weeks  but  is  expected  to  return 
to  Chicago  sometime  in  the  futur^e. 

This  document  contains  neither  recoitunendci ticns 
nor  conclusions  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  InvifStigation  (FBI) 
It  is  the  property  of  the  FBI  and-  is  loaned  to  your  agency: 
it'  and  its  contents  are  not  to  be  distributed  outside  your 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  .USTICE 
FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


Chicago.  Illinois 
December  /0  ,  1965 
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is  made  to  memorandu'^  c-ited 
and  captioned  as  a.bove. 


All  sources  (except  any  listed  below)  whose  ider.-it 
are  concealed  in  referenced  communication  have  furr.ir^Lad  ralx 
information  in  the  past. 
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BEST-COPUVAIUBLE 


FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVSSTiGATiON 


«>rfic£  or  ORIGIN 

NEW  ORLEANS 


-^iiOM,  OF  CASE 
*  ^OEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE, 
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IS 
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FSF.^lIDAY.  LOUISIANA 


DATE  j  iffycsTiaATivtP^Jiio: 

12/30/65  11/9/65-12/2^/5: 


REPORT  MADC  &Y 

SA 


CHARACTER  OF  C,^  ^SS 
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£Ui!?iARY  REPORT 
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^  10/14/65. 
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KEW  ORLEANS  DIVlSJOy 

AT  FSRRIDA"/.  IX)UISIAKA 

:  Will  rnaintiiin  coxrtact  with  indiviciu..:.s  in  cue 

Xi^^^cons  ior  Defence  and  Justxce  in  ox^cier  xo        'r,;varc  of  th.  i 
activities.  ai  i  . ;/ ''"'r:*'?  Om-';TAI:^' , 

H.  i-  - ^   I  \  r  \  :  ■      j  /     '7'  " ;   T  ^ 


ad::IxS'ISTKATive: 
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IN  CHA^  <:»C 


J5  Bureau  (157-.24&6>  <RM)  '  -  ^-K.f  .A  /  (9  A;  *.  • 
^,        i  -  Secx-et  Service,  New  Orleans  (RJf;>-   '—  


\t  1  -  Om,  New  Orleans  (RM) 
^  1  -  ICG,  New  Orleans  (?J-0 
^         1  -  OSI,  Earksdale  AFD  i'ivM)',' 


>  1 
^2 


2  -  New  Orleans  (157-5624) 


8    JA;s  4  1365 


a  /     HOW  ro  r\v  :  _   . . .   

BY-  {^tm^S:!:^ 


NO  157-5624/bab 


An  extra  copy  of  this  report  is  furnished  to  the 
Bureau  for  dissemination  to  Secret  Service,  'Washington,  D. 
xn  view  of  the  fact  that  the^subject  falls  within  Category 
5(c)  of  the  Agreement  Between  the  FBI  and  Secret  Service 
concerning  Presidential  protection • 

*'    *  f'U  4. 

4 

A  copy  of  this  report  is  being  furnished  to 
ICG,  ONI  and  Secret  Service,  New  Orleans,  as  well  as  031, 
Ba^iksdale  Ai,r  Force  Base,  Louisiana,,  in  view  of  their 
interest  in  Kla«  matters, 


{COVER  PAGE) 


UNITED  STATES  DEPAUTMKNT  OF  j  .STICE 
FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


In  Reply,  Please  Refer  to 
File  A'o, 

I  JVC  I  or 

l;[ated  Slates  Secret  Service 
Department  of  the  Treasury 
Washington,  D.  C.  20220 

Dear  Sir: 


New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
December  30,  1965 


WASUINCTON,  D.<J.  10533 


Re:     Deacons  :or  Defense  ana 

Justice,  Ferridciy,  Louisiana 


The  information  furnished  herewith  concerns  an  indivicua)  who  is  believed  in  be 
covered  by  the  agreement  between  the  FBI  and  Secret  Service  concerning  Prcsidenlial  pro- 
tection, and  to  fall  within  the  catt^gory  or  categories  checked. 

□  Has  attempted  or  tlu'catened  bodily  harm  to  any  sovcrnnuMn  official  or  enii)loyee, 

including  foreign  governmenL  officials  residing  in  or  plannirg  an  inimirient  visii  lo  ine 
U.  S.,  because  of  his  official  status. 

2.  [^j  Has  attempted  or  thVeatencd  to  redress  a  grievance  c^gaiX^iJ^  any  pubiic  official  by  wii.er 

than  legal  mdahs. 

3.  □  Because  of  background  is  potentially  dangerous;  or  has  i^een  identified  .is  inci\il;  v  or 

participant  ii;vcoinmunist  movement;  or  has  been  und^'actjve  investii;aiion  as  lA  ^ixbur 
of  other  group  or 'organization  inimical  to  U.  S.  '  'i 

4*        U.  S.  citizens  or  residents  who  deiect  from  the  U.  S.  to  countries  iji  liie  Sovici  or 
Cliineso  Communist  blocs  and  return. 

[X-  '"^uliversives,  ultraright ists,  racists  and  fascists  \vlio  meet  one  or  avore  <•[  ilie  I'ol.oAiri^ 
criteria: 

(a)  [2j  T'-vidence  of  emotional  instability  (including  unstaiilo  residence  and 

employment  record)  or  irrational  or  suicidal  behavior: 

(b)  J  F-xpressions  of  strong  or  violent  anti-l'.  S.  sentiii;eiit: 

(c)  XJ  l^rior  acts  (including  arrests  or  convictions)  or  co:k!iK'i  or  ?>ta:.r:rieiits 

indicating  a  iir()p(Hisity  for  violence  and  antipathy  loward  good  order 

and  government.  * 

().  |_J  Individuals  involved  in  illegal  boiiibing  or  illegal  bomb-ii:aking. 
IMiotograph  □  has  been  furnished    [^I.  enclosed    lI]  is  not  available 

\~  ]  may  be  available  through  .  .  


Very  truly  yours 4 


1  -  Special  Agent  in  Charge  (Knclosurgfs) 
U,     Secret  Service 


John  I'.d^.^ :  Ifoover 
Din^ctoT 
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(Upon  removal  of  classified  enclosures,  if  f:nv,  this  trail  an:  itia!  f<nn 
becomes  USCLASSIFIbA'JJ 
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DEI A XLS 


1  -  Secret  Service,  New  Orleans  (RM) 

1  -  OSI,  Barksdale  Air  Force  Ease,  Louisiana  (RM) 

1  -  ONI,  New  Orleans  (RM) 
1  -  ICG,  New  Orleans  (RM) 


SA 

12/30/65 
157-5624 


'QOct  NEW  OPvLEAKS 


Bufile;  157-2466 


DEACbNS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE, 
FERRIDAY,  LOUISIANA 

RACIAL  .MATTER  ^^-^ 


1  \  :t  t5_U 


Local  unit  of  Deacons  at.  Fefriday,  Louisia-na 
has  present  xnesnbership  of  23  jTiembers.  lRcro9se 
in  m3T_bership  and  activities  due  to  recent  acts 
of  violence  coramitted  against  Negroess  at  Ferriday, 
looisiaria.     Activities  include  T\'eekly  liCetinjs 
ard  an  all  night  patrol  of  the  Negro  section" 
E/.ch  ieac-^^^n  has  at  lea^-t  ono  wcaron  c^v.d  the 
unit  has  ihreo  semi-automatic  CvUiines  and  two 
walkie-talkies  which  are  used  for  patroling, 

^  p  - 


On  Novonlver  D,  19S5, 


Deacons  for  Defense  arid  Justice  at  Ferrida 
still  not  gotten  off  the 


advi^;od  tii:;-t  tht 
Lr)ui£;inna  has 


iTe  Deacons  were  completely  di£:organi'5ed 
and  their  lafs/r/bership  was  nill. 


NO  157-5624/bab 


stated  he  knevv  nothing  about 
n.r.crfctT'G  guilts  wnich  are  allegedly  in  .thc^  possession  of 
thf-  Deacor.s  ,of  Defense  and  Justice  at 'Sogaius^i ,  and 
Jor.esbcro,  Loiilsi^rsa ,     tie  stated  that  if  he  did  cocie 
across  irjtorjnatjor  as  to  their  origin,  descriptive  data 
c\)^d  ^er\  \l  numbers  he  would  furnish  this  inf or^xation 
to  i,ne  JrJ. 
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V-^       Paee(s)  withheld  entirely  at  this  location  in  the  file.  One  or  more  of  the  following  statements,  where 
indicated,  explain  this  de;letion.  >^ 


Deleted  under  exeniption(s> 
material  available  for  release  to  you. 


with  no  segregable 


I  I  Information  pertained  only  to  a  third  party  with  no  reference  to  you  or  the  subject  of  your  request. 
I   I    Information  pertained  only  to  a  third  party.  Your  name  is  listed  in  the  title  only* 


I   1     Documents)  ori"ginating  with  the  following  government  agency(ies) 


,  was/were  forwarded  to  them  for  direct  response  to  you. 


Page(s)  referred  for  consulation  to  the  following  government  agoncy(ies); 


as  the  information  originated  with  them.  You  will 


be  advised  of  availability  upon  return  of  the  material  to  the  FBI. 


Page(s)  withheld  for  the  following  reasoa(s): 


I  i    For  your  information: 


lIj     ihe  following  number  is  to  be  used  for  reference  regarding  these  pages: 


XXXXXX 
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Memorandum  ^ 

:    SAP.    JACKSON  (Your  file_167=:3465.._ ..)    DATE: -rri-2/-2S/6:5r. 


tTRDM      :    Director,  FBI  (Bufile  and  Serial  r57"2466   )  "^I'^ir.  ui  filo  :inc 

1^  .-      „       ^.        80] [#B  -  destroy  0-1 

2    -  Room  No.  _M^k*^-  {Fcr  SOG  u..  . 

.  DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE  ""'^^  1 

^  "      RACIAL  MATTERS  
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□  1.  Bufiles  indicate. tjiis  case  is  delinquent.    Give  spQ/iiclre2^^tf.fQr  ^linquency. 

 "-'  i/ 

a       Reurfftt  10/26/65.   ■ 


n  ftirtel         □  letterhead  memo  □  submitted  -       ,  ^ 

□  2.  DATE  □  report  .  U        /  ^  -  •  ^-n 

letter        □  90-day  progress  letter     ^  will  be  submit e(lf_<.;c  \.\      ; y.  ^  - 

Reporting  employee  ,   i.^^.l.  ^..1  \.) 

!9  □  3.  If  valid  reason  exists  for  not  submitting  report  at  this  time,  state  reason  spocificaliy  a^iu. 

when  report  will  be  submitted  ^/^^  


^                4,  Status  of  □  Appeal  □  Inquiry          [Xl  .Invei>tig-tion  7;;^  2;Proscci:iion^ 

□  airtel  □  letterhead  memo  ; -^...-.-1  v..  .    _. — - ^ 

□  5,  Submit  □  report  "         '  -  -       -  -  .'"X      ^  ' 

^                                □  letter  □  OO-day  progress  letter       by  _  J   1^,  '-.  ^   

'  y  Place  reply  hereon  and  return  to  Bvrcaiu    Note  receipt  arul  ac^^ncu  udunu.dt  on.  tc^j  -jcncl  tff;.ve 
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UNITED  STATES  IS^'^RNMENT 

Memon  yum 


TO 


11  subjwst: 


DIRECTOR^  FBI  (137-2466) 


SAC^  LOS  ANGELES  (137-1184)  (P) 


DEACONS  OP  DEFENSE  Am 


date: 
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00:    NEW  ORLEANS 


R^ 'L9i$<.  Angeles  airtel  to  Bureau  dated.-10/23/63« 
with  enclosed  letterhead  memorandums*  *  " 
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htf-^etains  of  .this  trSHSactlon  .7 


In  view  of  the  Burfeau^s  Interest  in  this  inatter, 
Los  Angeles  will  maintain  close  contact  .with  ATTU  for  information 
concerning  this  matter* 

Los  Angeles  is  placing  this  case  in  a  pending  in- 
active status^  to  be  opened  again  in  60  days. 
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NEW  ORLEANS 

1/10^66 

TITLE  Of  CASE 
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-DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE, 
INC.,  aka. 

Deacons  for  Defense  and 
Justice,  Inc. 
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N^w  Orleans  report  of  SA 

t'^Vfrn  15  u^'cu^s:':'^  except  -  p 

LEADS: 

CiilCAGO  DIVISION 

AT  CHICAGO.  ILLINOIS 
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48 


Will  maintain  contact  with  source.,  and  inforr  ■  -  . 
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Will,  through  informants  a  no  sourcoti,  bo  ulc.^t 
to  Ji^y  information  concGrning  the  Doacons  a;  tempt  iri^^^  to 
f^stablish  Cnapters  in  that  area. 

N jb^iV  OULEANS  PI VI  SIGN 

AT  BOGALUSA,  LOUISIANA 


Will  rrjaintain  contact  wjth  IniormL-i  at  s  and  .■•"iurc 
ifi  order  to  be  aware  of  tht  activities  of  tl.c  Doacoi.s  ii: 
^Vashington  Parish,  Louisiana. 

AT  HOMER,  LOUISIANA 

Will  maintain  contact  vith  leaders  of  the  VhJ 
in  that  area. 
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NEW  ORLEANS 


3  57-3290 


Bureau  f  il«  N0.1 


167-24e6 


DEACbNS  OF  mTEUSE  AND  JUSTICE,  IJiC. 


Characfen 


RACIAL  tfATTERS 


Synopiii: 


CLASS.  &  EXT.  ByS/^/  <^^/J/  /-Jf^-Jjg 

BEAS02J  -  FCni  11,  l-2r  4  ^ 
DATS  OF  REVIEW  — U/Q  -jf^ 

DETAILS;  ,  


ALL  ff'iF^'^^*''"^'"''^^'  ''^^^-'TAjr-EP 


Thkl  dodUBent  eozitaUis  neither  recommendation  a  nor  conclusions  of  th«  FBI.    It  U  the 


its  contents  arc  not  to  he  *lutribut«l  outjldc  your  n^^-r.ci' 


*-r*.>'  of  the  F£I  rnd  is  iDant;.       ^-u.  '\;:c'. 


NO  :i57-3290/cay/meci 


Characteri z.a lions  of  Revolutionary  Action 
i'o^emeni   (R4M) ,  Spartacists,  Socialists  Workers  Party, 
liud  the  Workers  World  are  attached  hereto  in  the  Appendix 
Section  ol  this  report. 
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NO  157-3290/cay  COf'lEl 


I**  The  Articles  of  Intforporat ion  of  the  Ije^cons  ot 

le  Defense  and  Justice  (DDJ)  as  or*  file  ^^itti  the  Secretary  of 

19  State,  for  J:.|ife  State  of  Louisiana^  reflects  that  the  Deacons 

20  \y         of  Defense  and  Justice,    Inc »   is  a  Louisiana  corporatiOA 

21  domiciled  at  Jonesboro,  Louisiana.  The  location  and  busi- 
12  ness  office  address  of  its  registered  office  shall  be  Arios 

Service  Statipn^  irear),  Beach  Springs  ilo^^d,  Drawer  B, 
Jonesboro., ,  Louisiana .  -  rN> 


PURPOSES      .  . 


0  *'This  corporation  is  organized  for  the  fol loving 

pi;rposee  and  to  carry  on  the  followirf;  purpose        To  instruct, 

12  train,,  teach  and  educate  Citizens  of  the  United  2x^t\,i:.  and 

:  <:^?f:pecially  minority  groups  m  the*  f  und.>rient  al  pr  \,c?.  ip  Is  of 

14  the  republican  form  of  government  snd  our  de.t'Ocra ic  v-y  of 
'  life:  to  instruct,  teach,  train  and  oaucate  said  person^  m 
:6  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  and  l^-'^s  of  t  ae  UriLCd 

State_  and  the  State  ox  Louisi-^n^,   3s  w.-^ll  a^;   the  cor.stivU- 

\r:  Tion  and  laws  of  any  otiier  State  vr.erv:--^  r^is  c  orpor  at  j  on 

?9  ^^ay  operate;   to  irstruct.    teach,   trair.  <>rd  educate  saia  per- 

,0  SODS  in  the  use:    value  and  purpose  of  ballet  zW:- 

L  right  to  vote;  to  instruct  ,   tedch^   tr^.:.:>  u^cd  e^uciXte  ■  ^id 

..2  persons  as  to  the  duties  and  resoonszo  I'lit  ies  of  i^oo..  c:r:t- 

43  zenship  relative  to  ^the  obligation  and  ciuties  c:   the  c:.tx>:-en 

:  <  to  the  community  and  the  obligation  ard  duties  of  the  com- 

15  rcunity  to  the  citizen:     To  further  ins'!:ruct,   ^-iucn,  trajri 
^6  and  educate  said  persons  in  the  value  ci  cconcsric  S3c\jr:':y 

and  in  the  effective  use  of  their  spendinsr  power;  to  in;:ipire 
4  8  said  persons  a  sense  of  resporssibilit y  and  to  develop 

^9  leadership  •     This  corporation  has  for   its  further  pori:c::c, 

50  and  is  dedicated  to,  the  defense  of  the  civil  riuhcs,  prop-- 

^'L  erty  rights  and  personal  rights  of  i^aiu  people  a>:d  \\x±^ 

j2  defend  said  rights  by  any  and  all  honoraclr:-  s.:ad  le^ai  means 

*  to  the  end  that  justice  may  be  obtained.     This  corpora* tion 

rr^ay  establish  chapters  and  cond'jct  its  busin^::!:    at  any  place 

i5  in  this  State  and  elsewhere  as  permit  ted  by  likv. 


NO  157-3290/cay 


COi 

CHAPTERS 


stood 
Lou  is  ia 


1»    Jonesboro,  Louisiana 
2.     Bogalusa,  Louisiana 

3'/' '  Homer,   Louisiana  . 

j^im^mmmmmmm^^^  ^   I^MH  ,  he  Under 

tharT*ep.roes  in  Plaquemine,  Id^nroe,  and  Femci 
ana,,  had  Vequested  assist  ance '  irt-*formir>g  DDJ  Ch-;p  .cr: 


On  Augur^t  20.  196 


advised  tl^at  they  had  received  irAfor.T-atiOD  that  ihe  DDJ 
had  starTed_\g^_chj^pter   \xt  the  Neu'  Orleans  ?irea  ni^d  that 

 ,   'was  the  co-oramator 

of  this  movement  in  the  New  Orleans  aroii. 


io7<L 


fr  err- 


On  SfTpw3ajber  9,   1965.   inJor^-oa-  lor.  'V2£^  received 


informed 


 ■^'S aeon;: 

Justice,    IfiC,  'was  d:iscussed,  ana 
thai  he  h^^:^  attended  a  n^eetir^g  concern ing 
organization,  which  ^as  held  at  Tu^rN:egfce  Oi\  or  about 
August  15,    l965^fl|HHpH|||H^^'^vifA^d  X'^^x  tg/gg/ggggj^ 
^^I^P  informed  that  he  had  attended  this  iii;3eting,  Cut 

did  not  discuss  the  organization  with  nor  admit  ac  cual 

membership  in  such  an  organization • 
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NO  157-3290/cay 


COMfXFNTiAL 


  ^that  member:^  ^ 

of  the  DDJ  frow.  Bcg^lusa,  Loui??iana,   area  had  gone  to 
Columbia,  3U^si^sirri^  to  establij^h  a  DDf  chapter  m  that^ 
area;  ^'^^^BlHiHBflBl^^^^^  Indi v  idua;L^  Xrcni  Holi.';Os  County j^CL-/ 
Mississtpfnr;,  as  veil  ^s.  indxvidvdls  fi^om  Colunbia, 
Mississippi,  n-ad:^  'AnqxMnes  concerning  the  eatabli&hmont 
of  Deacon  Oh^pt'?r,- . 


MEMBERS 


    it.-:   rhe  io:L.cu'inj; 

IndividuaTs  were  ^^r-pbers  of  the  Bogalusi^  Chapter  of  the  DDJ: 

CHARL£S\/siJtf.S3  Presxdexit 

ROyAN  BL'FJilS,  Vice  President 

former  secretary 


3< 


NO  157-3290/cay 


FINANCES 


 'that  the  L^'' 

present  monetary  payment  to  .Join  the  DD.r  was  $10.00,  M-ith  a 
$2.00  monthly  dues  payment. 


;et 


^    ,  that  he  hai 

received  information  which  indicated '  that  at  a'meevin:; 
up  to  formulate  plans  for  the  Deacons,   it  was  reported  "chat 
there  '^as  to  be  a  $10.00  individual  initiation  fee  and  a 
^<c-  thly  dues  of  $2,00.     A  $100.00  i.<;e!nb2riihip  fee  v^as  indicated 
for  '1  Unit   to  affiliate  with  the  State  Organization,   and  thi5 
$}/^0„00  T^A-??^.bership  fee  was  to  be  used  principally  for  the 
purchase  of  radio  and  other  communications  equip.^ontv 


v^-hc  is 

5  S    OU  t 

and  he 


opinion , 


:ed  v  ith  the  civil  rights  F^overaent  in  riC;'::^! usa 


to  "milk"  the  civil  rights 


activi-^^ies  ir 


*:hci  L  arc  . 

further  believed  that  CHARLES  woulc  not  be  aoov^e 

sirhcning  off  scire  of  the  money  obtained  ostensibly  for  the 
Daaconsfor  his  own  personal  use« 


NO  157-3290/cay 


cowF!I8iil^^- 


SIMS  an^.  ROEERT  aiCKS,   member  of  the 
in  New.  York  ^in  an  effort  to  raise  moz 
very  little  money  had  been  collecte»^ 


DDJ 


recently  been 
for  the  O:::iacons,  but 

hxii  up/ierstandmg  that  the  current  piarTs  of  the  '^i^acons  in 
Bogalusa  \vere  to  contact  those  individuals  throughout  tho 

So  who  have  been  active  ±n  lund  raising  for  the  Dencons 
to  obtain  as  ^-iuch  ir-oaey  as  possible  lor  the  Eogalusa  Chapter 
ID  order  to  continue  their  activities  in  that  co7r,niuriity^ 


NO  157-3290/cay 


CONFffllajlAL 
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'•..',M    :  Xhc)  C^i^^^^^  (157-572) 


^'n.-AroNR  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 


iiTECT-  ^'deacons  of  defense  and  justice 

Re  Chicaso  letter  ^^^^^d  12/3/S5  ed '  . 

.6/      c^PLi^Mc^Tr-Tia^Jr.  .  SM-C;  Chicago  airi^-J-  ^""/^^/gg,  captioned  a 

:T;:?'.:^^abovo.(,/,^^^^:  ',    and  Bureau  0-1",  dated  c 


•fc37X>      .rpo^  current  status  of  the  Deacons'^is  set  forth  _ 
:a  V-.   Avill  bo  expeditiously  provided  the  Barcv^^  ...a  ..i.^^ 


4  '^Vjjf-iica 


-.2 


^ fl  '^OO-lOoGTO)    (M\RTIN  LUTHilA  KI^JG,  Jr.) 

1  _  A-t:  lant  a  ( 1 00- 5 5 6  G )    ( Vi^^i ) 

:  _  Kev/  Orleans  (157-3290)  (KM) 

2  -  Chicago^^^_^^^^   (iiAUTllN  LUTHER  KING,  Jr.) 


I^f-^  REG- 79    /^'V'-^^^i:..  '  '/^ 


-  V  ^'-xi*^.  ,   _ 
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NO  157-.3290/cay  CONFXENTIAL 

  .  _  that  CHARLES  (3; 

SIWS,  Pre^dent  of  the  DDJ,  Bogalusa,  Lcuisiana,  spoke  at 
a  fund  raising  affair  for  the  Deacons  at  the  Unitarian  Church 
Hall,  Clinton  and  Filmore  Streets,.  Bt^Xv-TL  Island,  N2w  York", 
Ifi  on  October  23,   1965.     SIMS  spoke  about  the  background  of  the 

'''q.  DDJs  and  the  purposes  for  the  organization. 

:m  The  "Workers  World/'  Volume  7,  Number  20,   page  3, 

'^2  dated  October  14,   1965,   containing  on  ^.rticle  captioro*d» 

**President  Of  Deacons  For  Defense  T^^,  Speak  In  New  York/' 

^4  reflected  that  'it  was  announced  by  RICTIJE  LE  %Y.\y\,   h  fr  -nd 

of  the  Deacons  from  the  newly  opened  officVvOf  tiie  Frio:i.,*3 
of  the  DDJ  (FDDJ),  271  West  125th,  Rcori  209/ jVe^v  York,  Nev 
York,   that  CHARLES  SIMS,   founder  of  \ha  DD^  and  r.OBERT 

'3  HICKS,  Vice  President  of  the  BVL  willf.i?geak  ip  New  Yor.:  on 

2g  October  23,  ,and  October  25,  1965* 

The  meeting  on  October  23,   1965,  v^ill  be  at  Sr30  ?M 
m  the  Unitarian  Hall,  Clinton  and  Fxlmcre  StreetSj  \Ut'^X 
Brighton,  Staten  Island,  New  York% 


On  October  25 ^   1965,  a  rally  ^x^iH  be  held  4;;;  6.00  P: 


ty. 


in  Emanuel  Church,  37  Vest  119th  Street,  K^w  York  Ci 

''The  Worker/'  Volume  XXX,   ?rj:s?b<:r  80,   page  2,  iated 
October  24,.    1965,   contained  an  artlcls  c  apt  icr.^d  ^  '"Deacons  ^ 
President  To  Speak  In  New  York/'  which  sc-t.  forth  sub5  ca;:t lally 
the  saine  information  as  that  coAitained  in  the  ^'Workers  World  •* 
*'The  Worker"  is  a  east  coast  Communist  ne*'& paper. 


NO  157-3290/cay 


that  an 


open  forum  sponsored  by  the  Socialist  Workers  Party  was 
held  at  Eugene  V.  Debs  Hall,^Room  25,   5&27  E^iclid  Avenue,'  -^ 
Cleveland,  Ohio.     At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting,  HENRY 
AUSTAN  of  Bogalusa,   Louisiana,   spoke  and  advised  that  he 
was  in  Cleveland  to  organize  a  local  "Deacons  For  Defense*' 
Coroin.it tee.    According  to  the  informant,  AUSTAN  stated  that 
he  is  not  a  non-violent  pacifist,  b;t  rather  he  believes 
in  violence  ^on  the  part  of  the  Negro  xn  order  to  protect 
himself,  even' to  the  extent  of  arnve^  .vaelence. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


_  IthAt  ROBERT/J?-.^ 

HICKS,  President  of  the  Voters  League  rv  Bogaiusa  and 
a  charter  member  of  the  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice 
(DDI),  and  CHARLES  SIMS,  member  of  the  CCJ  in  Bogalusa, 
spoke  at  a'dlnner  held  m  Detroit,  which  dinner  was  held 
for  the  Deacons  of  Bogalusa^   Louisiana^   and  sponsored 
bv  Group  on  Advanced  Leadership,     During  this  meeting 
HICKS  and  SJMS  talked  about  the  expecicr.ces  and  background 
of  the  civil  rights  struggle,  m  LouisiaVia  ^nd  told  hew' 
the  Deacons  came  into  being.     At  *his  mceTing  a  colli:;Ctioa 
was  taken  up  for  the  Deacons  and  $509,00  was  rurned  over 
to  ROBERT  HIGKS.  .  , 


Illinois, 
.^rtic  le 


Thq  ''Chicago  Daily  News/'  a  Chicago 
newspaper,   issue  of  October  15^   1965  c<n:  led  an  ... 
captioned  'Militent  Negroes  Here  Forming  Arnif.d  Uai:  to 
Fight  the  Klan.'*    This  article  txent  on  to  relaTe  rhat 
EAR^^EST  THOMAS,   a  Deacons  vice  Pir-sidem.   and  full-^tin, 
paJd  national  organizer ^   indicated  thii.^'  the  Deacons 
were  organizing  a  Chicago  chapter . 


On  October  23  1965. 


aovi«:. 

hid  reportedly  attcnptod  to  interest  variou: 
individuals  in  Chicago  in  forming  a  ClMcugo 
had  no  success  in  these  attempts. 


gro'jips  and 
ch^ip-.ii.r  but. 


16 


APPENDIX" 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTION  MOVEMENT 


On  November  3,  196^,  a  source  mzde  available  a 
document  entitled  "The  Revolutionary  Action  Movement  Mani- 
festo/' the,09c\3ment  having  been  obtained  by  the  source  • 
from  an  individual  known  to  be  a  member  of  the  Revolutionary 
Action  Movement  (RAIS)  .  '  ^ 

Ttiis  5JocuTr*ent  stated,    in  p^yt.   that  RAM  was  .olfi- 
cially  organized  in  the  Winter  of  1963' By  Af  ro-Arr.er icai:  '-ho 
support  the  revolutionary  objectives  of  Robert  V\  Wiliians, 
now  residing  in  Cuba,  and  his  concept  of  organizod  violence 
to  achieve  thfe  liberation  of  the  Af ro--Airer ican  people  in  the 
United  States,     This  Manifesto  disclose<i  that"  RAM  had  orient^^d 
its  program  to  one  of  education  and  political  revolution  and 
the  organization  of  a  ''black*'  political  party  ^Aith  revcljt iouary 
objectives,   having  recognized  the  need  for  a  **black  revolution" 
that  could  and  would  seize  power,     RAM  philosophy  is  describoci 
in  this  document   as  one  of   revolutionary  nationalism,   that  ±z , 
OTxv.  involving  the  struggles  of  the  non.vhite  races  of  the  v/orld 
against  exploitation  and  enslavement  by  the  white  capitalist 
and  imperialist  nations. 

Regarding  Williams,   it  should  be  noted  that  on 
August  28,    19G1  ,    a  Federal  warrant  >^.s  iirs'jed  at  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina,   charging  him  with  Unlau^ful  Flight  to  Av6id 
Prosecution  for  the  cri?ne  of  kidnapping •     Subsequent  to  the 
issuance  of  this  warrant    Williams  fled  the  United  Sta ccs  zo 
Cuba,  where  he  now  publishes  a  monthly  newsletter  entitled 
"The  Crusader"  from  Havana, 

This  source  in  September,   1964,   advised  RAM  is  dadj - 
cated  to  the  overthrow  of  the  capitalist  system  in  the  unitec 
States,  by  violence  if  necessary,   and  to  its  replacement  by  ? 
socialistic  systeir,  oriented  toward  the  Chinese  Communist  inter- 
pretation of  Marxism^Leninism.     RAM  is  entirely  nomvhite  in 
membership,   clandestine  in  nature,   and  owes  its  primary  jLlloL-i\rxC 
to  the  ''Bandung  World,"  that  is.   the  oomvhite  races  of  the  wcrld 
rather  thur        any  national  entity,   as  such* 
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Cpf;r)^NTlAl 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTION  MOVEMEN 


On  November  16,   1964,  a  second  source  advised  he  ^^.f  ! 
learned  recently  from  a  aM<L;meittber  that  the  organization  begac 
in  Detroit^  Michigan,   largely  under  the  impetus  of  Don  Freeman.: 
described  .a^Mv.he  '^Father"  of  RAM  and  reiarred  to  as  R.\M's 
••Black  Stalin.^*    Freeman  served  as  RAU  Chairman,  with  Maxwell  ... 
Stanford,  now  of  New  York  City,   formerly  of  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  serving  as  RAM  Field  Chairman. 

-  T .  ^. . 

•.This  source  stated  in  May,   1965,   thcro  has  beon  i\o 
formal  headquarters,   as  such,   for  RAM  but  that  headquarters 
have  been  vtith  Freetr;an  since  he  has  played  such  a  dominant 
role  in  the 'leadership  of  and  has  directed  the  , policies  and 
activities  of  the  organization.  "   \  ^ 

Within  recent  .T.onths,   according  to  the  second  source, 
dissension  within  RAM  has  become  evident  and  sone  dissat isf ac uion 
with  Freeman^s  leadership  has  arisen.     So  far  as  is  known,  he  - 
ever,   he  remains  the  titular  leader  of  RAM » 

To  date»   ^sccording  to  the  secor.d  sour  ce  in  V.ay , 
1965,  RAM  has  organized  units  and  membership  in  several  o- 
the  larger  cities  in  the  United  States  east  of    .he  issippi 
River  and  the  organization  is  currently  active  :i.n  atterrsting 
to  recruit  new  members  and  expand  its  sphere  of  influence. 
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REVOLUTIONARY  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  FOURTH  INTEKTiATIONAL 


A  source  advised  on  September  0,   1964,   that  the    .J^  ; 
Revolutionary  Cominittee  of  the  Fourth  International  (RCFI)  ■ 
was  also  known  as  the  Spartacist  Committee  and  the  Sparta- 
cist  Group _   This  source  described  the  HCFI  as  being  com--  ' 
posed  of  forme t  members  of  the  Socialist  Workers  Party  (Sl^P) 
who  had  split  from  the  SWP  and  ^vho  were  led  by  James  Robertson' 
This  source  stated  that  this  political  unit  has  its  main  cen- 
ter in  New  Y6rjf  ^Clty,  where  it  publi^shes  ^'Spartacist'^  on  a  var- 
irregular  .bitsis,  but  their  formal  meetiri§:s  are  held  at  least 
once  a  week« 

.A  J^econd  source  advised  on^Mar.ch  4,   1964,   thr^t  Farrsl 
Dobbs,   National  Secretary  of  the  SWPj  '^eht  a  letter  to  all  SV/? 
branches  in  February,   1964,   in  which  he  advised  that  the  expel- 
led leader  of  a  minority  faction  of  the  SVtP,  Jaines  Prober Lson, 
announced  on  February  10,    1964,   that  his  faction  v/ould  publicly 
criticize  the  SWP  and  had  followed  this  with  a-  public  organ 
called  "Spartacist"  in  which  they  attacked  the  S\!P. 

The  July-'Aug  jst  ,   1964,    issue  of  ^^Spart  ac  ist ±Ji  ±zs 
masthead  describes  this  publication  as  follows:     ".c„  publisherc. 
bi-monthly  by  supporters  of  the  Revolutionary  Tendency  expellee 
frofp  the  Socialist  Workers  Party/'    Thii.  .r.^stnedd  sets  lorth 
that  the  editor  of  th*3  publication  is  Jares  Robertson,   aad  its 
main,  address  is  Post  Office  Box  1377,  General  Post  Offict;?,  New 
York,  New  Yorko 

The  SWP  hap;  been  designated  pursuant  to 
Executive  Order  10450, 
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A  P  P  E  IT  D  I  X 


SOCIALIST  WORKERS  PARTY  - 
NEW  YORK  LOCAL 


A  source  stated  on  August  25^  1960,  that  the  New 
York  Local  (NYL)  of  the  Socialist  Workeis  Party  (SWP)  was  - 
founded  during  1938  in  New  .York  City, 

A, 3pcond  confidential  source  stated  on  April  8, 
1964,  that  the  NYL  was  affiliated  with  and  followed  the 
aims  and  purposes  of  the  National  SWP, 

The,  ^WP  has  been  designat^ed .pursuant  to 
;  Executive  Order  10450 • 
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APPENDIX 


♦WORKERS  WORLD" 


On  May  3,  1965,  a  confidential  source  advised 
that  the  "Workers  World"  is  the  official  newspaper  of  the  * 
Workers  World  Party,  published  twice  monthly,  with  editorial 
offices  located  at  46  West  2ist  Street,  Jew  York,  New  York. 

•'    '  4. 


APPENDIX 


22* 


New  Orleans,  Louisiara 
January  1966 


Title  •    DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 

•■  ' *  INC . 


Character  RACIAL  MATTERS 

'  '  V  r  ^. 

Reference  Report  of  SA   

dated  January  /O^   1966,  New 
'  ^  '  Orleans^  Louisiana 

'  ^  \ 

All  sources  ^.except  any  listed  belov,)  whose  ider;tit 
are  concealed  in  referenced  communication  have  furnished  rel 
information  in  the  past. 


This  document  contains  neither  recommendations  nor  con-- 
elusions  of  the  FBI.     It  is  the  property  of  the  FBI  and 
is  loaned  to  your  agency;   it  and  its  contents  are  not  to 
be  distributed  outside  your  agency. 


/■•  e  f 

Date:  3/M4/66 
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^J'>'pc  <n  plain  ic».t  or 

AlB.  MAIL 


(Priority  or  Met.  -od  of  Maiiint^} 
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ij^VQ  been  iiiide  avr.i:.i?*bJ.o  t.o 
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57 --KU^  -pmAl'i^^  KkCIkh  YIO-^/^JaCE) 


CLASS.  &  .";:;t.  by  I  "yO-'-J /--(f  /■,>->-.•-'■ 
EEASoii  -  rem  i:.  ..-a^^'i.     'JPZl^  < 

DATE  OP  REVIEV/      3'^-?/->,H    " 


Special  Agenl  in  Chci.ye 


BEST  COPY  AVaABl£ 


UNITEi.  ^TATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUS.  JE 

Detroit ,  MickiKan 
Uarch  24,  1966 


Re:    Appearance  of  Ernest  Thoiras, 
Vice  President,  Deacons  of 
Defense  and  Justice,  Incorporated, 
Jones boro ,  Louis'iana,  Sponsored 
By  the  Friday  Night  Socialist  Foruti, 
,       Detroit,  Michigan 
'April  1,  1966 


A  characterization  of  the  FiucJay  Night 
Socialist  Foruia  is  contained  iVr-the 
appendix  attached  hereto, 

A  1,1  'unidentified  sources  utili2:ed  in  trio 
appendix  have  furnished  reliablei  information 
in  the  past. 

On  Llarch  23,  1966,  a  source,  who  has  furnished 
reliable  information  in  the  past,  advised  that  Ernest  Thor.as , 
Vice  President  of  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justico,  Incorpo 
from  Jonesboro,  Louisiana,  vill  speak  at  Detroit,  iV.ich:.£an,  o 
April  1,  1966,  at  a  forum  sponsored  by  the  Fric;i-\y  Nif.-ht  Socia 
Forum  which  will  be  held  at  3737  Tfoodward  Avenue,  Detroit, 
Ulchigan, 

The  source  advised  that  sorae  of  ^he  prcceods  c.^rive 
from  this  affair  would  be  utilized  to  assist  the  DeiJcons  pi 
Defense  and  Justice,  Incorporated,  in  connection  with  tneir 
activities  in  the  Louisiana  area« 

The  Articles  of  Incorporation  of  the 
Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice  <DDJ) 
as  on  file  with  the  Secretary  of  State, 
for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reflects 
that  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice, 
Xnc •  is  a  Louisiana  corporation 
domiciled  at  Jonesboro,  I>ouisiaaa.  The 
location  and  business  of X ice  address  of 
its  registered  office  shx.il  be  Ako3 
Service  Station   (rear),  lieach  Spring  Hoad, 
Drawer  B,  Jonesboro,  Louisiana. 

ALL  lUFORMATIOM  CONTAI'lED  . 
HERF.1N  IS  UNCLft^SIRiiD 


i 

Re:    Appearance  of  Ernest  Thomas,  Ktc. 


''This  corporation  is  organized  ior  the 
following  purposes  and  to  carry  on  the 
following  purposes:    To  instruct,  train, 
teach  and  educate  Citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  especially  minority  groups  in 
the  fundamental  principals  of  the  republican 
form  of  government  and  our  democratic  vay  of 
life;  to  instruct,  teach,  train  and  educate 
said  persons  in  the  provisions  cf  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Louisiana,  as  well  as  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  any  otfcer  Sta^.o 
wherein  this  corporation  nvay  operate;  to 
instruc.t,  teach,  train  and  educate  said 
persons  in  the  use,  value  arid ''tprposc  of  the 
ballot  and  the  right  to  vote;  to  ins.^.r^. 
teach,  train  and  educate  said  f^ersons  i^s  to 
the 'duties  and  responsibilities,  of  good  citizen- 
ship relative  to  the  obligation  and  duties  of  the 
citizen  to  the  community  and  the  obi t;;ji>.tioa  ►*.aJ 
duties  of  the  community  to  the  citizen:  To 
further  instruct,  teach,  train  and  educate  said 
persons  in  the  value  of  economic  security  and 
in  the  effective  use  of  their  spandxr.-i  :::owcr" 
to  inspire  in  said  persons  a  senso  o  *:  reoponu  iV.':.  ii'i.:.. 
and  to  develop  leadership.     This  corporation  hus 
for  its  further  purpose,  and  is  dedicated  to,  the 
defense  of  the  civil  rights,   propA.^r^;y  ri  Tnts  rnU 
personal  rights  of  said  people  t.v.c  deioi.o 
said  rights  by  any  and  all  honorable  and  legal  Kieans 
to  the  end  that  justice  may  be  obtained.  This* 
corporation  may  establish  chapters  and  conduce  its 
business  at  any  place  in  this  State  and  elsev.-jA.%j  :  - 
permitted  by  law*" 

This  document  contains  naither  recoir-^endations  nor 
conclusions  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Inve^stigaticn .  -  It  ±e 
the  property  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  ana  x.. 
loaned  to  your  agency;  it  and  Its  contents  are  not  to  be 
distributed  outside  your  agency* 
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FRIDAY  NIGHT  SOCIALIST  FQRUM 


On  May  19,  1965,  a  source  advised  that  the  Friday 
2Q'ht  Socialist  Forum  CPNSF)   is  a  name  used  by  the  Detroit, 
s-ihigan  Branch  of  the  Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP)  in 
V2 -soring  forums,  socials  and  other  functions  whicJi  are 
v-;n  to  the  public •    PrjLmarily,  FNSF  pertains  to  weekly 

'  lie  forums  hold  at  SVrp  headquarters,  for  theT  pwpose  of 
".^-eading  propaganda' of  the  S\{1> ,  developing  contacts, 

'  ilitatine:  recruitment  and  members  into  the  SVfP,  and  • 
Vfsenting  subjects  of  ,a , controversial  nature  in  the  social, 
iuical  and  economic  fields.     Usually  speakers  'arc  nembcri 
the  S\TP  and  they  giv^e  the  socialist  viewpoint  of  the 
^^ject  discussed.     The  money  collected  at  these  FNSFs  goes 
.  ^:o  the  Detroit  Branch,  SWP  treasury. 


The  SWP  ha.s  been  designated  by  the. 
Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  pursuant  to  Executive  Order 
10450 . 


>9 

■:  I 
;2 

43 

4  4 

4"' 

48 
<9 

50 

- 1 


53  ■ 

;0 


F  B  i 


Dote:  4/20/S6 


12 
I-L. 


AIRTRL 
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TO: 


OyiECTOR,  FBI 


FHOIu:      i    ;;i:^cV'KS^  0RLgA^l5  (9.^4) 
SUBJECT ; '\  UKSu^'^^EACOilS  J3F-..I3£1' :2-^SS„ 7^ 


JU3TIC2 ,  ~G?J\MBLING ,  L.-. .  ; 


VICTIMS 


EX^ORTIOK"-  RACIAL'  ILiTTSRS 
"(CO:     KjLV/  ORLEANS)  r 


Re  New  Orleans  airtels  4/14  and  4/15/se,  I 

^Inclosed  herewith  are  eight  copies  oi  a  LHM.  V 

One  copy         instant  LK:.!  is  bein^:  dcsi^::iatcci 
to  the        S.  Atton;ey,   Shreveport,  La.,   ICG  ar^d 
Secret  Service,  acw  Crlcaiis,  / 

Final  report  ".vlli  be  s'.:o:Ki\:'3od  in  tni^: 
ir.attor  once  the  repbr'c  nas  been  received  i'roir.  the  Jp^Q^ 
I' P/X       boratorv  conceriii. the  ez-itortion  letters  zc 


•Tj-  Bureau  (Enc.  S) 
2--  Kov/  Orleans 


CDN:rriln 
(6> 


i: 


rj^^-_::iia«:  «.^H.«L.-«Ah:i^ 

r  z  too.  I.:-" 


1  CCir 


^  V.I 


5^ 

'*  ^  Approved 
.■0 


^  '    '   ^      Sent   ^:  Pi^?^< — 


Special  Agent  in  Charge 
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Memorandum 

DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-2466) 


^    SAC,  JACKSON  (157-3465)  (P) 

{S^DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  MD 
JUSTICE,  INC.,  aka; 


I- 


?  8  i^: 

■  0:.:  / 


RM 

00:    Nev  Orleans 


DATE  OF  REVILV  / ' //  JT^ 


Re  grackson  letter  to  Bureau^  10/26/65  and  J::cksoa 
letter  to,  San  Francisco,  12/13/65,  rio  cc  Bureaj* 

Enclosed  for  the  Bureau  are  e:Lght  copies  of  a.-.  Lril^i 
with  two  copies  for  New  Orleans  and  ^oVje  copy  for  Saa  i-rancis 
One  copy  eaoh  is  being  forwarded  to  IKTC,  OSI^  ONI,  and 
Secret  Service,  Jackson. 


uave  1:2  en 


advised  ut  results  in  cne  Lttfl^ 
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was  interviewed  bv  SA 


An  •  Information  CQpy  is  being  Eubmittcd  to  Sai-* 
Francisco  in  view  o£.""theirVititerest  in  i:his  raacter. 
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2-Bureau  (157-2466)  (En<  8)  (RM) 
2-Kew  Orleans  (157-3290)  (Enc.  2)  (RII) 
1-San  Francisco  (Enc;>l)   (RM)  ■^:.\/'iX\ 
4- Jackson  (157:0465)  /IMMB— £/ (C     -P'  ^  l^USs 

joi/sjw' A.Gi:"C''' 
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■  ■  ^  /.i^ii^^   ^-iv^-^^ 

.  '         ^  t^i>    


JN  157-3465 

:?  l;:ads  ; 

NEViJ  ORLEANS 
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12 


14 

19  . 

2  0  V 

in  Mississippi, 

JACKSON         '  , 


.^2 


At  Bogalusa^  Louisiana 


Will,  through  sources,  continue  to  advise  the 
Jackson  Division  of  any  Deacons  reportedly  traveling  tc 
Mississippi 'for  meetings  or  attempting  to  form  chapters 


At  Jackson^  Mississippi 

*¥ili  maintain  contact  with' Sources  to  obtain 
background  concerning  organization  of  Dcacoas^of  Defease 
and  Justice/    If  chapters  in  Mississippi  organised ,  vziil 
attempt  to  determine  leadership,  streng;:a  of  mciiibers, 
activities,  as  well  as  arms  acquired. 

Will  attempt  to  determine  potentiality  for  violence 
or  any  outside  influence  on  members  or  chapters  if  formed. 
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S  B  H  O 


J>7i 

^  advisedljb? 

a  :ri*e:ia?  A§ert  of  the  Fj?!  t^h^t  he  h±d  been  informed  that 
or   irr  j>rc-vicu5  day        incil v  icu<v. .  representing  the  Deacons 
r  i  ..cicDse  and   .useice  ^(^pe&red  as  a  speaker  at  the  College 
:   :^tir:  Ka:.e.^,  S^r  H^tec,  C«>i£<>tni«.     At  the  time  of  the 
p.T  V  ♦^t s  Atvp^.:?r  4"C6  ,  a  h^ndri?*  ivjif'^ed  fvat  to  those 

I'     'ttirddrre  i^<it^^iclng  thf^  erf, jr At ic^n  is  located  at 
*  %  :c-.  ^irc  ^:ri€^,  SiJtch^^^  i>f  1 ,    A  copy  of 

r       n.i^O^J^:    v^i    itAC*;    ft-«ni^i^U:    *v  i   It    iS   SCt  fOrth  aS 


{«4tche3:»  Misfiissipp 


•'^.^r  the  Ktgrv  cititeM^  to  organlEe 
^r.K^.v^iK*-  •        tbr  .Vu  i.i:.Htn,  vhose  objective 


Oefrr:.'-  .^f  .^^u^ticf?.     The  purpose 
y:     vci  ■/^^^f'.-*'-  .%rrd  pr(0-p(grty 

^"u  i-L-Htn,  vha 


^A.t-.t.  it't!«s  as  Walkie 
r^:uU^j»-vM  ard  Cars  that 


BEST  COPY  AVAIlABtE  ^  . 

-  ^'^SUEicoNafeNTIAIJ 


DATS  OF  BKVIEW. 


Any  ccj>tr5V;:Mr.^  c>-ji'  y-i;  j^iv.-'  iv.;.-  gt^^tly  appreciated. 

SpTrtSfffi^'ii  na:-*^^        Pt t.s::;*jr*  Ciub''  ia  used  In  order 

•'l^purfi  truly*  ......  .. 

'liAlGKEZ  CHAFIER  OF  DEACONS  FO 
BS'ESSE  JUSTICE 

JACKSCW^  FRESIDEKT** 

3ra.r#d  that  based  on  lafanMc 
t-inv.  he  h«d  r^^c^lved,  n    ECMi<r5.^         c^di*.  of  purchase  of 
g^'iT: s  in  1  h e  :  e  ^  1 1  e  ^  .  b  c  w-^-  v er ,  d  j.r  i c  thii  co^ur s e  of  the 
6p%^«)K  *  r^^  a^-pearAn.      h^-  InditAtt^d  th^t  Any  d^t^t^tioika 
:;ecetved  in^wcid  ht  ut^^Ki  ain^or.^  cither  thieiga  for  the  purchaae 
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lllllllllflllll^^  l^.&t  the  le.^flet 

c  tTt"^  «it  -  c  .  e^-  b-'  jv-**  1^  JiG^^^'i^vt  56"?  --  J  '-^^  7  vSich  va9  tci*  he 
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College 

>  ^^.tr^t  K^t  The  FBt  Chat  on 

:,;  V  .     c-,y  vi^.  met vlil'-a*.  h^^d  ap^^eAred  as  a  Sj^e-aker 

rhe  Ci^.:%-iui  fr<p'3r.  c*?^"^i^a€^'d  crg*j>.l?^tic:i..    H>  st&ted  that 


iS^si^d  cn 
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Rights  Club  and  had  been  in  the  coapaiy  of 
^PlUK  a  student  at  the  College  of  San  I1at&i.« 

stated  that  at  the  time  Stokes  requeslied  peroiesior^  to 
speak  on  the  campus,  a  check  had  been-oadG  by  the  collcco  i 
with  responsible  personnel  of  the  locil  National  Assoctatlo^l 
for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  People  (HAACI)*  Throu:^h 
this  organization »  they  had  been  adviied  that  the  I;  1:1  spoons 
for  Defense  and  Justice  Were  legltinete  and -responsible  ? 
individuals^ ,  however,  they  personally  did  not  dgicce  with 
the  goals  or  their  proposed  use  of  ams  for  self-defence* 
As  a  result,  it  was  decided  by  college  officials  to  piir::::it 
Stokes  to'  sppak,  however,  permission  to  appeal  for  ;:ui:;:!:S 
was  denied. 

r  ■■HP stated  that  he  wan  present  diirin^;  rhc  Jf 

entire"  speech  by  Stokes  and  that  aitar  listienln^       hia  ^ 
talk,  he  was  convinced  that  Stokes  vss  Gincors  EncJ  i^lt 
that  he  made  a  good  impression*    lie  advised  that  £'*rc'!:a£  '^ 
statements  appeared  to  be  reoponsiblo  ^th  the  errccptlcn 
of  one  statement  in  which  he  indicated  that  thi  7<lvLii 
Klan  had  infiltrated  "every  phase  of  American  ^ov&*jr:i^::^nt/^ 

■■■■^stated  that  Stokec  respected  i:he  ccrllr^^  c's 

request  that  he  not  appeal  for  funds,  hoxfevar,  duriszg  uho 
question  and  answer  period  did  state-  that  th;j  tz^n  in 
organization  carried  guns  but  would  not  use  them  firat, 
however,  would  defend  their  lives  if  necessary ♦  Stct;:?s 
was  asked  where  he  obtained  firearms  and  he  rcplie::  t:!'.:^t 
this  information  was  secret  and  that  he  coui^d  not  tc:ll« 

■■■■P  further  stated  that  there  v^c  no  dlr.^ct 
statement  that  donations -would  be  used  for  the  purch  .::e 
of  firearms,  however,  based  on  the  quoatlons  aekcd  iitokeo 
it  would  be  possible  for  someone  to  believe  this  vcl-b 
implied. 
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Stated  that  actually  there  \7as  no 
organization  of  the  Deacons  Of-t  Defense  and  Justice  in 
the  Natchez  area. 


Mississippi  l^gPIBI^HIIIHf  advised  on  October  29,.  1965 
that  he  has  made  inquiries  concerning  zho  Deacons 
Defense  and  Justice  and  he  has  received  no  ^:»c:rtiaent: 
information  concerning  the  organization, 

Mississippi y  advised  that  he  has  coutacted  nur;arou3  aourci^ 
in  his  county  and  around  Tyler tovm,  Kississippi  and  lie. 
has  obtained  no  information  that  chapters  of  the  De^ccas 
of  Defense  and  Justice  rare  being  organiz<ed« 


DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE,  INCOR?ORATED^'v-: 


■I  A  1 


  .   ,  *Lexj  agtoa, 

Mississippi,  advised  on  November  18,  1965  that  he  has 
received  no  iaformation  that  there  are  any  Deacons  of 
Defease  and  Justice  chapters  in  Holmes  County. 


  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

December  13,  1965  there  were  no  chapteis  of 
the  Deac6il^.  of  Defense  and  Justice  in  Forrest  County, 
Mississippi  to  his  knowledge. 


1 


J: 


itnat^ohis  knowledge,  there  ^are  no  chcp  ors  fornicd 


within'the  State  of  Mississippi,   

  has  i^y 

[tied  no  pertinent  information  regarding  the  Deacons 
o£  Defense  and  Justice* 


there  is  no  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice  organiaatlcn  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi. 


there  is  no  organization  or  chapters  in  exictenco  in- 
state of  Mississippi*    This  source  advised  ho  is  ik. 
daily  contact  with  Negro  civil  rights  workers. 


This  document  contains  neither  reco::.:;3ndaticns  nor 
conclusions  of  the  FBI.     It  is  the  property  of  the; 
and  is  loaned  to  your  agency;  it  and  its  contents  &vc 
not  to  be  distributed  outside  your  agency. 
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'C,  '-^  I  Orleans  (157-3290)  i/21/; 


^2  Director^  P3I  (157-2466)  1  -  i^ui-ph^r 
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c         ^^KACONS  OP  DE?3JoE  AI^D 
JU3TICE7-1IICOHP0IIA2£D:Z_ 
•  I?ACXftL  I5ATTERS 

vTY^^'     Kcw  Orlecns,    Your  attention  ia  dlrectcci  to  Part  1,  i'a::e  i02, 
FBI  Handbook  which  requires  the  subi2i-:iior-  of  jevon  ooviicr 
of  irnrestlsatlve  reports  regardln-  r£.-:iLl  rr.attc:  2. 

l  Xt  I3  noted,  hov:ever,  that  x-cryirzc  rc :nr:-:Ui:; 

-I  captioned  orcanlsation  are  disacminatcu  t^-  j^ovcv^  jcvor;::..}:^; 

-  '  agonoies  at  ^;hc  Goat  of  Govermncnt^      ^  , 

'■"'8    •  ^   \  . 

Instructed  to  subnlt  to  t  ne  Bureau  nine  :or?iv:3  ;;r  inv:\  1  '  ....v- 
reports       lottcracaii  i:ic;:iOiNania   '  rci:arwi:;::  thi.:  or;_,w;;:v  - :  .^c... , 
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Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice:  cc:fLmun:\jctiOi;  .  c 
?9  disseminated  at  the  Seat  of  Government  tc  cihe  thr:o  rrdl:. 

Intcllisence  agencies^  Civil  Rights  an-^  Internal  Secv\r:^ztr 
U  Divisions  of  the  Departnicntj  and  the  Coiroiunity  Relatic.:.^ 

Service  at  the  request  of  that  aii^cncy. 
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Memorandum  ^ 

'"^o      :  :  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-2466)  date:  l/Sl/^o 

9 

'■■k 

:J^om    :  SAC,  LOS  ANGELES  (157-1184)  (P*) 

^?  / 

14UBjE(rr:  ^DEACONS  OP  DEPEWSJS  AMD  JUSTICE  /x- 

:5  RM    {•/  ■-■  i/, 

•6 

■  00;    New  Orleans 


n 
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36 


20.     v."-  Re  Los'- Angeles  letter  to  Bureau  dated  January  7, 

21  1966;  Bureau  0-7  dated  January  17>  I966. 


TEnclose<T*T5*' the  Bureau,_^s_  cLn^orlglnal  and  se-^^n  P\T^ 
copies  of  a  .letter hea^Q^^r^iduni'dj^  V,/ 
deceived  from  Ag^ntiil^^^^^HftAlcoho}:  ^and  Tobacco  7ax 


2  5  received  from  Ag§^L^^^^___ 

0l¥lt,  (ATTU)  U,  S,  T7i9STIf'^T5??!^rtn'jent,  Los  Angele:;.  Th.-oe 

2  7  copies  of  the  'LHM  are  being  (iesignated  for  the  orfice  oi* 

2  3  Origin,  New  Orleans  J  and  one  copy  for  Da-iias^  ina^rr/ach  as 

29  the  Dallas  Office  of  the  ATTU  covers  Louisiana.     One  copy 

0  each  is  also  being  sent  to  OSI,  Mayivood,  California,  PIC^ 

\\  Los  Angeles  and  Secret  Service,  Los  AngelcG. 

This  LHI^  is  beihgii^assj  f  led  co:,riueii.:;  a.:.  I-cc  :  \'  / 

?4  this  information  could  possibly  iu^ntify  £hfe  ATTU  scurcu.*  .  ^ 


18  '  3  -  Bureau  (Ends. 
:.9  1  -  Dallas  (End.  1)(RM) 

^0  2  -  New  Orleans  ( 157- 3290 ) (Ends .  3)(RM) 

L  2  -  Los  Angeles 

; 2  RNT :maw 

•:3  (8) 
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/•lie  So. 
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Los  Angeles,  California 
January  31*  1966 
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ThiTTraKactlbH 


-take  several  inontlii. 
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UNITED  STATES  GGVERNIiiEHT 
MEMORANDUM 


TO: 


FROM 


DIRECTOR,  FBI 


NTIAL 


1/31/66 


:  SAC,  NEWARK  -9^C.- 

O 

SUBJECT:    THE  DEACOI^S  OF  DEFEIJSS-  AIJD  JUSTICiJ,  INC. 

mi 

Newark  File  157-1S22 
Bure^tf'Pile  157-2466 

JOHI'I  BROWH  COiMHEMORATIOH  COmir^TES 

IS  —  c 

Newaric  "File  100-40717 
Eui'eau  File  100- 


Re'Pittsbui'gh  airtel  to  Bureati"^,.dated  1 1/15/65  i  ■^'^ 
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3  -  Bureau  i?M) 

2  -  Hew  Orleans  (157-32S0)   (RM)  ,    -  r/ 

2  -  Pittsburgh  (157-42S)   i?M)  RtC-lU  /- 

1  -  Hew  York  (157-1542)  (Info)  (RM) 


2  -  Newark 
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TO: 


FROM: 


UBJECT: 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-2466) 
(157- '  ) 


SAC,  CHICAGO  (157-572) 
.  (157-840) 


PEACON^  OF  DEFENSE  AND 
JUSTICE^  INCORPORATED" 
RM  ■  "• 
(ORGAKIZATIQK) 


Al" 

H, 

EAT: 


R< 


Latttel  to  Bureau.  12/10/65;  and  report  of        i  r^/j 

■1/10/66,  at  New  Orleans '  captionoti ,  J?VC^ 


"DEACONS  OP  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE,  INCORPORATED,  aka  -  RiJ/' 

On  the  dates  indicated,  the  follcwins  advised 
that  no  information  has  been  developed  which  would  indicate 
that  a  chapter  of  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Jusc.ce,  Inc., 
(DDJ),  has  been  formed  in  Chicago.     They  also  aavised  that 
there  has  been  no  indication  that  EAFJTEST  THOMAS,  vno  i^^ 
associated  with  the  DDJ  is  presently  in  Chicago,  noi-  has 
there  been  any  Indication  that  he  has  been  in  Chicago 
vithln  the  past  several  months: 

^  Bureau  (RM)    l£Cr^ 

(1  -  157-       )  CWHBW)  ul(L 

3  -  New  Orleans  (157-3290)  (DDJ)  (RM) 

2  -  WFO  (Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice,  Inc.)  c(Ri4^>£B  2 

3  -  Chicago 

(1  -  157-413)  ^™   


1/  /.^ 


LGR:keh 
(12) 


'Approved:  £^ 


&  EXT.  mS/UU  fr/l-  '/'  J  \  p 
-  FCIIi  11,  l-2i  4.  ■ 


CLASS . 


Sent  , 


Par 


I  in 


CG  157-572 
157-840 


CONrJt\TIA 


LEADS 

NEW  ORLEANS  > 

'  ''  '* 

AT         ORLEANS,  imiSlLTh,     Will'  furniLsh  Chic:.:.o 
any  information  received  concerning  any  indic£ticn  that  ^ 
chapter  of  the  DDJ  may  be  organized  in  Chicago, 

WASHINGTON  FIELD 

AT  WASHINGTON,  D.  C.     By  letter  to  tlie  Bureau  cr.Jid 
1/5/66,  from  Wasftington  Field  captioned,  "Crf^ar.izatic^i  rcr 
Black  Power  -  RM",  Washington  YteZ/Utzji^^^  tLs.t  (  12/15/55, 


protect  idciit. 


furnished  reliable  information  in  the  past,  advised  tha*^  t.-'.e 
DDJ  had  recently  organized  an  office  in  Ciiicagc. 

Washington  Field  re-interview  jdl^j^cd'-crr-i-is; 

any  information  tlst  he  has  which  would  ia^cate  th*.t  a  cEar>ter 
of  the  DDJ  has  actually  been  foraaed  ia  C 

CHICAGO 

J         *  • 

AT  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS.  Will  continue  to  be  alert 
for  any  inl orma t ion  co no erni ng-  tho  opar.ing  of  -  g  Ciiicaqo 
chapter  of  the  DDJ,  and  the  Bureau  and  Xey  Grie£.riB  viil  ^--j 
kept  fully  informed  of  developments  in  this  jaatter. 
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LETTER'DAVED  FEBRUARY  kt  1 9^6  RECc  irV^-p  NEW  ..OALl  A?.c 
UFF I UE  FEBRUARY  8,  1966  FRuM  EXECU.IVE  C.:'o,^E  I  AP.V  JuSfPH  f-; -H  •"^i'.V  J 
JR.rTCAOUNS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICLT^   NE»v  ORLEANS^ 


REQUESTING  SAC  OR  SUMEuNE  FROM  "YOUR  LEGAL  STAFF  "  >HrS.\ 
YOU"  AT  A  PUBLIC  DEBAiE  UN  LAW  AND  CITIZENSHIP  ON  F'MiJ'- 
'NEW  ORLEANS,     LETTER  Si  A!  ED  SUPER  !  <vTEr>lDc>  .7  jr  .PC:   C",  7:-/ 
MAYOR,  J^WE,  WA-A<5P  AhD  MISSISSIPPI   FREEDo;/  CcMUoPAllC  F  -.^V/ 
REPRESENTATIVES  WOULD  BE  .-'RESENT. 

THIS  LETTER  BEING  ORAlLY  ACKNUWLEDGED,   ADVISiiJC  ;v;r,.  -E.'^JRY 
^  DUE  TO  HEAVY  WORK  COMMITMENTS  I  WILL  BE  U..A&LE    To  .-sTTEhJlv 
OR  SEND  A  REPRESENTATIVE  OF  THE  FBI  AND  HE  WILL.  bE  CFFEr  ; 
COPIES  UF  THE  PAMPHLET  "THE  Ft!  I  ,GUARD  I  a:\!  OF  CIVIL  HiGHT-S".  J,\ 


.^5  RECEIVED:    7:24pm  DLH 


■  ■  I 


r-^'i  i  .^rrrrir 


'  ^      If  the  intelHieiice  contained  in  the  above  message  is  to  be  disseminated  outside  t.ue  V^ureau,  it  if  auiPi'^dVLad  thai-  U  b*  Si 
paraphrased  in  order  to  protect  the  Bureau* s  cryptographic  systems* 
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Transmit  the  following  in  

Via         i>  I  a  r  1^  L 


Date:  -^i^^^^C^^c 


(Priority) 


?0 
FROM 


(157-  ) 
:     SAC,  CHICAGO  a5X~5T2) 


SUBJECT;     DSACCK-S  C2i?EK'££ 

/ '/AND  JUSTICS,  INCOaPCiUl'Sa 


AIL  I.N'.       •.  yi.v.y.  >,  . 

OIHEKiVISi: 


29 


CLASS. "ti-'jai. 

EEASoi:  -  p:im  ii.  i-.';'.:7'2__  ' 


y/  /v '  Ifiemyairtels  to  Bureau  d^rVvC  I2/10/bo,  and  1/31/CJ 

x/and  Washington  Field  airtel  to  the  Bui^^eau  dated  2/x//66. 


;   .  Encloserf  for  the  BuroAu  :iL*£i  iilito  cc  pics  I , 

;  three  copies  for  Nov;  Orleans,   ^.nd  tvo  ccpie.^  for  V/iis.in^; tci 

I  :  X  .-leld  concerrilus  captior.ed  mattt.r* 

,    Njj  ;  y  ^  Referonccd  Washington  Vi.olC  airtoi 

^  iiiforn7.lion  w^i^^  rec^>ivj-^d  on  2/1G/6G.    ^h-  t  TAr 


•  * ii. 


an  office  lit  4f.ru:;r£:a-k,  Chi<^^,:o,  3:;..:,:::..:^..  --.ice 
NT   apparently  should  ho  Cerniak  Koad* 


A  teiOpho::e  call  to 


^  operator  adv:-C:(l  r^iit   thii?  uuif^iluir  :  ^ 

and  all  calls  xor  this  number  5:.rc  hojiiig  taken  :.;/ 

nure^^u'  (Kncl.   9)    (i^M)    (1  l:^'-_ 
Now  Orleans:.    (i57--3290)  O'iuc; 
(Deacons  oJ  D^^Ieuse  av^d  ;Lii:i^? 

(1  -   i57-7?;n    {nc^J)    (3nfc.:.  /. 
I,GR:ir^;  ^G-  V^  / 


;  y 


Sent 


E^ilR  1119^^15^^-^-"^^--  O^^nm 
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CG  157-572 


„     ^  „  DDJ  at  4054  v?c,st  Ct?rr:i£k 

Road  and  EAHNfiST  THOMAS  has  never  resided  this  add^-rss 
and  he  is  not  personally 


.    ,  .     ^   ons  hQ  nad  noticed  that 

had  received  mail  from  EARNEST  THOiSAS  and  litei-ature 
concerninfe-  the  DDJ. 
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FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA  DELETED  PAGE  INFORMATION  SHEET 


X         Page(s)  withheld  entirely  at  this  location  in  the  flle.  One  or  more  of  the  following  statements,  where 

indicated,  explain  this  deletion. 

under  exemption (s)  no  segregable 

material  available  for  release  to  yoa. 

(Z3     information  pertained  only  to  a  third  party  with  no  reference  to  you  or  the  subject  of  your  request. 

□  Information  pertained  only  to  a  third  party.  Your  name  is  listed  in  the  title  only, 

□  Documents)  ori-ginating  with  the  following  government  agency<ie8)  


,  was/were  forwarded  to  them  for  direct  response  to  you. 


Page(s)  referred  for  consulation  to  the  following  government  agency ( ies); 


as  the  information  originated  with  them.  You  will 


be  advised  of  availability  upon  return  of  the  material  to  the  FBI. 
Page(s>  withheld  for  the  following  reasonCs): 


□    For  your  information: 


n    The  following  number  is  to  be  used  for  reference  regarding  these  pages: 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X  DELETED  PAGE{S)  X 
X  NO  DUPLICATION  FEE  x 

XXXXXX  X     FOR  THIS  PAGE  X 

XXXXXX  XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX  FBI/DOJ 
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CG  157-572 


•  ry  copy  of  t£,iv.'.  I        i-">  V-ii/ig  c-.:^  i  ,*'-r  . 

:J       li3th  INTC  Group;  United  &l&.c<iS  ii&ci&t  aervite,  ano  USA,  all 

Chicago,  Illinois.  1^  , 


;2 

13 


LEAD 

CHICAGO 


concerning  the  ojpening  of  the  Chicago  chr^pter  cf  t:r<::  DDJ 
;q  ' '  ,the  Bureau  and  New 'Orleans  will  be  kept  fully  iTitoruad  of  aii 
developments  in  this  matt^^r. 
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tliNlTED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  Ol<  jUSTXCE 


FEDERAL  BUREAtJ  OF  IJSVESTIQ  &TION 


In  Ucplvt  Please  Refer  Co 
File  I\'o. 


CONFJENTIAL 


RACIAL  KATf^as  iowii-mzkn  iq3^or^_^:'>^' ,^.5 ../^ Ci 


7  P 


Reference  is  iijua^'^  to  Ctic^:^:^  /•...v-^^i'^r :irid:i?i?i 
Decerobcx-  10,  1965,  at  Chic^^o,   J-lliv  'i?!:^^  ^ 


_    jthcrO^y 

Earnest  TJiamas ,  Vice-Pros ident  ^nd  B^■^?l^^io^:a^  ---^^.jni:^"  • '  of 
the  Iteccons  of ;Pofens3  and  Juatl^o,   ^.:cor;v?.  -i^Dd  *'^>::/J^  , 
the  speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the  ifr j.day'' /s^Le^a'C  oocaulisl: 
Forum  (FNSF)  held  on  February  18,  ISGo^  iit  ChJicago,  Iii^noij< 

Thomas  stated  th^it  tne  3BJ  '^M.n  :tt 
Louisiana,   in  July,   1964,  for  the  puz^po^sc;^  rvf  prctov'.  Cci:; 
of  Racial  Ecuality  (CCRii)  and  St^3<3erit;  rro/?— Violent  Ceo 
CoDunittto   (iSlNCC)  workers  in  Louisiana.  '^I'l'.c  ^'—rv;  br^ir? 
and  sometimes  murdered  by  tiie  "'x^c-d      c:*iOC  i.b.-:  r:' iV'V 
said  that  in  one  week  the  DDJ  had  500  ar?s5>d  ?^0'-?rt 

as  a  *^^aiy)*^"  riod  said  that  ho  onnnot  <:nd.  r-r-,.  •       i-v  ^-/. 
is   r J  M  V   their~::>.      i  ]      .:  *     '      -r-]    i      ,  i  -  r 

ThOMas  ^:►^l^<*  ti:at   the  umi  -V'^v^^r^.y  i^'^;?  i 
enaottrd  Just  to  plan;  tf>  and  **sugar  r. t'^v.^ 
peoplv?  xvho  will   bonefxt  froin  tKi<-:   i<  >::^ ^ I  ;x r.  i c:.  ^  \. 
poi  i  ticinnij;    they  got   the  cr^^am  whT?  '  ?J;;.: 
milk*'.     Uo  ri.diciiled  education  as  fceii^g  th^-^  o:iut;-.v 


t.  o 


:\ty  CJ.. 


:it 


2 
3 

; 

5 

c 
9 

:c 

12 
13 

:5 

16 

18 
19 
20 

22 

::4 


29 


}5 

\2 


RE: 


DEACONS  OF  miFF^B^  AKO  TOSHLC 


Negro  problcjti  becaiiSi?  Sit:^  kr  v^ws  that  iviariy  N^^^^roes  v't  U~  coli,:!;*; 
degrees  are  nothing  bat  ^.LUllors* 

Thomas  claimod  that  50%  nf    tho  soldiers  In 
Viotnaia  are  Negroes  and  stated        guasx:;  the  power  str«jctur« 
feels  if  they  can  kill  off  seven  or  eipht  raillion  ox  us  \'~,  r: 
will  solve  the  problem.''    The  politer  struct ura  ou^^ht  io  ri:.  vhe 
Negroes  in  the  South  and  solve  the  problems  there  hv.fore  taking 
on  international  problemts* 

Thomas  stated  that  he  forfi-sacs  a  black  i^o/cii^rii  ' 
in  Chicago  this  summer  and  that  the' V*<^dr.rsl  y^overmLtat  b'>-^:.*  r 
do  something  to  polve  t>.o  problems  oC  t  np  Negroes  or  it  vi;! 
hot  be  safe  for  white  people  to  go  l;h^Ga(rJi^.^v-&l"^  n  i   !  Vo  :  . 
Me  mentioned  the  Watts  Hiot  in  Los  Angeles  and  f-a i'-: 
were  exploiting  the  Negroes  and  the  Nej^roe.s  prob^bl^  c.-ri:.^;^.. 
stores  and  recoa;d9  so  that  the  Jews  would^  not  know  i^r&t  Nogroes 
owed  money  to'them,  ^ 


Thomas  said  that  Chicago  is  going  to  bo   \  . 
headquarters  for  the  northern  area  of  the  DDI  and  seated  ti. 
have  62  chapters  of  the  DDJ  strategically  located  so  that 
v.'henever  necessary  they  can  apply  pressure  if  nene^-v  :  ;  . 
suid  thoy  have  a  broad  base  of  operations  and  if  .  ..    :  .  ^\ 
killed  there  will  be  someone  to  take  over  the  lc;udo-toLip. 
said  that  if  he  was  killed  there  will  be      retaliatory  i}.r:t 
eye  for  an  o^e,  a  toat:  lor   a  tooth  icr   -v.     -   -  ri' 

-^hat  are  kilied^   thrt^o  oi    ine  best  v^?.,iL^^       j  .  f-'r-  ■ 

that  thf-y  are  not  going  to  bov/  to  the  pov;or  s  i  i^uc c  ,  -^/r 
anyone  oi55e. 


: 


A  characterize  on  the 

appendix  pagG^s  of  this  ineriioraiuium . 
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no  inf  Oz^iTiAt  ion  h£)G  been  d-i^voioped  \/hit:h  -^oaiix  i odl :. ir.  o  : 

chapter  of  the  DDJ  has  b^en  foryied  m  CLiCxi^:,o  or  li  .Vi 

has  obtained  any  office  vspace  m  Chicago,     iicj  al.:^c  sc^iXv^d  t: 
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RK:     DEACONS  OF  r«EFE?!SE  AN»  JUSTld^l^^lifcl'kiiiiiiTi'D 

^-..^blC  


Earnest  Xhocins  reporti^dly  ii^  in  iind  t  U  i^^i^^x^i  x;vvquei:i 

and  is  not  known  to  have  anj^  permananfe  resid^r nc^-:?  in  Chlcas^Oo 

Confidential  ini orwiants  who  ^n:-  iitc  : vrain v;^  d  ^'ilt  f^ 
certain  racial  matters  in  the  Chicago,  il  J  iViCl.^^^  are^i  ?;riv.  ,  >r 
during  February,  1966,  that  no  inf ormatiort  t^s  teen  develop  ivc. 
which  would  indicate  that  a  chapter  of  th^.^  ICTJ  bf^s  V;:>eji 
formed  in  Chicago  ct  that  the  PDl  h^.5i  i:>iTt     ^r^cS  r-ixr  ^- ?  tio.; 
space  in  Chicago'."  \ 
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C0NFl?4i^T!AL 


FRIDAY  NIGKT  SOCIALIST  FORUM, 
Aka.  Militant  Labor  Forum 


On  May  3,   1965,  a  source  advised  tnat  the  Forum  is 
a  paper  or  ganiziatipn  set  up  by  the  Chicago  Branch,  Socialist 
Workers  Party  (CBSWP) ,   Chicago,   Illinois,   for  Socialist  Workers 
Party  (SWP)  members  and  sympathizers.     Open   neetinffs  hold  under 
the  auspices  of  ,this  Forum  are  geared  to  the  activities  that 
the  SWP  is  pursuing^  at  a  particular  timey.  ;^..^g,  -  unemploymi^nt , 
election  cair.p?iign,  Cuba^  segregation,  etc*  ^ 

SUZANllfE^  BUCK,  a  CBSWP  member  ^  is  in  charge  of  the 
Forum  and  schedules  meetings  under  the  rja'rr.'^v  of  the.Fcruin  m 
order  to  conceal  the  SWP  sponsorship  of  samd, .  The  meetiir^s 
of  the  Forum  generally  are  held  at  Chicago  SWP  headxruarter s 
although  the  Forum,  in  the  past,  has  sponsored  other  affairs, 
such  as  meetings,  socials    and  picnics  held  at  other  locations v 

The  SV/P  has  been  designated  pursuant  to  E?:ecut:Lve 
Order  10450. 


APPENDIX 
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CON^NTIAL 

APPfiNDIX 


SOCIALIST  WORKERS  PARTY, 
CHICAGO  BRANCH 


On'May\3,    1965,   a  source  advised  that. ix  was  his 
understanding  that  the  currently  active  Chicago  Branch  of  the 
Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP)  was  one  of  the  founding  branches 
of  the  SWP  at       1938  Chicago  Trotskyist  Convention,   ?nd  it 
follows  the  aims  and  principles  of  the'rSWP^which  iuaintams 
national  headquarters  in  New  York  City. 

Members  of  the  Chicago  Branch  scx ve  on  the  SWP 
National  Committee,   and  per  capita  luembQrship  dues  r.nd  r; 
sustaining  fund  quota  are  sent  by  this  branch  on"  a  monthly 
basis  to  SWP  national  Headquarters. 

The  SWP  has  been  designated  pursuant  to  Executive 
Order  10450. 
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